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Editors Corner 

The nursery looked absolutely beautiful on the 

Sunday 23rd November when the Education Cen-

tre was opened. 

 

Many thanks are due to so many members through 

whose efforts the day went off without a hitch and 

everybody had a good time. 

 

The AGM was the first order of business during 

the day and words from the reports have been in-

cluded on pages 2-4. The ranger’s report is on  

p7. In spite of extraordinary expenses during the 

year, Lyndy’s treasurer’s report was good news. 

The only hitch was the increasingly loud vocalisa-

tions of a Peron’s Tree Frog inside the Folly.  

 
The most exciting event for most of us was the open-

ing of the long awaited Education Centre by founding 

FOWSP member Val Polley."It is gratifying to see 

how far FOWSP and the nursery have come in 32 

years. May this building seed equal progress over the 

next 30 years," she said. The plaque she unveiled 

(pictured R) was designed and produced by FOWSP 

member Gray Ardern.  

 

This newsletter is sprinkled with photos taken at the 

AGM and the Education Centre opening 

 

In addition to listing of details of various exciting ac-

tivities, this edition includes a debut article from  

Alison Thom. She shares a day spent with Friends of 

Burnley Gardens learning about the scarce grasslands 

remaining in the west of Melbourne p. 9.  
 

Ben’s I Spy gives us a couple of pithy snippets p. 9. 
 

Once again we have some wonderful contributions 

from In My Backyard. on pp. 8 & 9. Joan has an unex-

pected visitor; Marymae entertains a large family; and 

Joy’s cat protects wildlife.  
 

Thanks to all who have contributed in any way. Please 

enjoy the newsletter and keep the environmental good 

news coming.     Linda 

Artur with Val at the opening. Photo Jan Tindale 

Enlargement of plaque below to show Gray’s artistic 

contribution. 
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Gray began, “I'd like to thank Parks Victoria - and 

Conrad, our Ranger-in-Charge - for allowing us to 

play a small part in making Warrandyte State Park the 

wonderful asset that it is. We thank Conrad and his 

hard-working staff for all the help and support we have 

had this year. This year our activities have focussed on 

Pound Bend – that is the big chunk of land bounded by 

the Tunnel and the Yarra.” Sarah Bond very capably 

presented the Nursery Report in Josh’s absence. The 

following includes elements from both reports:- 

Thursday Activity Groups (TAGs) & other activities 

Fortnightly TAGs have been very successful over the 
year. The activities have ranged from weeding to 

planting and parks maintenance. The regular bunch of 

TAGers have become so competent that they often 

lead their own activities out in the park! Keep up the 

good work TAGers! 

At the Lower Orchard Track site, we put in 3 mainte-

nance mornings plus 3 planting mornings, including 

National Tree Day. At Boys Road there was a planting 

morning and a maintenance morning with another 

planting morning at Pound Bend Reserve. 

 Our new planting this year is again at Pound Bend, 

between our Boys Rd site and the Yarra. We seem to 

have settled on Three Bridges as its name – after the 

first three bridges on the riverside track which passes 

through the planting. This planting was especially bit-

tersweet for some long term members. We dedicated it 

to Joan MacMahon who we sadly lost this year. Joan, 

a long-term and much loved member, was passionate 
about the local environment and would have been very 

happy with us enhancing the riparian corridor in her 

memory. The planting was done on three work-days. 

Around 1000 plants have been put in in fond memory 

Annual reports given at FOWSP AGM 23rd November 2014  
of Joan.  

Other plantings 

include: Wurund-

jeri Women’s 

Ceremony – 500 

plants; Brushy 

Creek Landowners 

1,500; Murundaka 

Wetlands (300 

plants from 

FOWSP); Amenity 

plantings around 

the park (including 

Longridge, Tills 

Drive, and Black 

Flat entrance) – 
200 plants; Kin-

glake National Park– 400 plants (Kinglake staff were 

very appreciative for the assistance); National Tree 

Day at Orchard Track – 400 plants by 50+ people in-

cluding the Joey Scouts from Warrandyte 

Helping with the planting program were Melb. Water 

Program and Corporate groups including GlaxoSmith-

Kline, Franklyn TAFE, Stockland and The Pines. 

As the largest member of MYLN (Middle Yarra Land-

care Network) with extensive nursery capabilities, we 

enjoy supporting joint projects with Jumping Creek, 

ACCA (Anderson’s Creek Catchment Area) and 

WPEG (Wonga Park Environment Group). 

Two propagation courses have been run on weekends 

at the nursery with great interest from attendees. 

Every planting needs follow-up, and that is one of the 

main aims of our TAG programme. Sometimes a TAG 

will take us into a more distant section of the Park, 
perhaps even to a part of the Park that is not open to 

the general public. Two woody-weeding days and a 

planting day at One Tree Hill were such occasions. 

 We have been supporting local schools by providing 

50 free plants annually for school ground plantings. 

Anderson Creek has taken this further than expected, 

purchasing additional plants and holding working bees 

with parents to beautify the school-grounds. 

On Thursdays when there is no Ranger-led TAG, a 

group of us did follow-up work, especially woody-

weeding. This year we concentrated on ‘woodies’ 

within Pound Bend. 

While the Woody Weeders are out in the bush, the 

main body of Thursday participants is busy in the 

Nursery producing  thousands and thousands of   in-

digenous plants. This year the nursery produced 

55,000 plants.  

At the same time Noel and team are down in the Folly 
building nest-boxes, including great big boxes for 

Powerful Owls to nest in, since so many old trees with 

Gray summarised the Year in Review. Photo John Young 

Sarah giving the Nursery Report  

Photo John Young 
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big hollows were destroyed in the bushfires. 

Thursday mornings at the Nursery are always great 

fun, and this year we have been joined by lots of new 

faces. We welcome all our new members, and we are 

happy that you have joined us and brought your talent 

and energy with you! 

A highlight of Thursdays is morning tea, as Lyndy 

continues to provide delicious things to eat week after 

week. 

Education Centre 

As you have seen, the biggest change here at the Nurs-

ery this year is the arrival and completion of the Edu-

cation and Resource Centre. 

 

It is important to realise that a good proportion of the 

funds used in the construction, transport, completion 
and fitting-out of the building came from the sale of 

the book Discover Warrandyte. It was published by 

FOWSP in 1992, and its sales put FOWSP on the 

sound financial footing which has enabled us to go 

ahead with this building project all these years later. 

We remember with gratitude the work of those early 

members of FOWSP. 

The completion and fitting out of the building has been 

achieved by the investment of much time, effort and 

skill by many members, particularly Kelvin, Jason, 

Josh and Brian. We are extremely fortunate in having 

such depth of talent and such tirelessly generous mem-

bers! Also a big thank-you to the committee, the new 

education centre couldn’t have happened without you 

and we all look forward to the opportunities it will 

provide the nursery. 

Other FOWSP and nursery improvements 

Lovely new painted signs, a storage shed, renewed 
stock plants area, improved label system and a new 

daisy seedbank approach have all enhanced the nurs-

ery. Lots of wildflowers were grown this year. We’ve 

had great success with banksias grown from cuttings 

and banksias have also been grown from seed, Bend of 

isles Conservation Association (BICA) has assisted! 

(BICA is from the Environmental Living Zone in Nil-

lumbik). Thanks to all the dedicated volunteers. 

The Spring Sale at the nursery was successful and will  

continue to be a yearly event. 

Within Pound Bend and close to our Nursery is Fro-

gland, which has lots of rare plants used for nursery 

stock. It was set up about 20 years ago. The old board-

walk had become unsafe, the site had become weedy, 

and new plantings were due. Under Linda Rogan’s lead-

ership Frogland has been thoroughly rejuvenated. The 

boardwalk has been replaced by a new path. One which 
enhances the bushland character of the site. Our thanks 

to the many members involved, especially Jason and 

Kelvin. In the future we plan more plantings and educa-

tional signage via any available grants.  

Ongoing Projects: 

Native bee nest installation area has plants in self-

watering pots for a longer blooming season.  

A recurrent publicity and fundraising exercise is 

the Market Trailer; organised this year by Caitriona and 

staffed every Warrandyte Market day by a dozen ros-

tered members. Thank you to all the dedicated volun-

teers that have managed and assisted with maintaining 

and running the trailer this year. It has been an excellent 

public awareness instrument for promoting indigenous 

plants to the local community. We look forward to this 

continuing and developing in future. Thank you to all of 

those that help at the market trailer, you do an amazing 

job and your help is greatly appreciated. 

Another fundraiser was a sausage sizzle and stall at the 

local IGA. This event was a great success, thanks to the 

efforts of Lyndy and at least a dozen other members, 

and to Julie Quinton. 

 While I think of it, I would like to acknowledge all the 

hard work that Linda  and Joan  put into the Newsletter 

month after month, all PV Rangers for their TAG assis-

tance, especially to Janaya for consistent input and or-

ganisation. Thanks to Col and Justin for looking after 

the river pump and Col for installing the new BBQ. 

The “temporarily mobile” library, being moved into 

Education Centre.  Photo Linda Rogan 

The nursery looked beautiful on the day. Photo Jan Tindale 
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TAGS (Thursday activity groups)  
 

TAGS meet at the nursery at 9.15 am for a 9.30 pm departure. WAGs meet at times given below, at the 

nursery beforehand or at the specified location. Please remember to wear appropriate footwear and 

clothing for the weather, and please bring your own filled water bottle.    Contact number: 0408 317 327 
Watch for 2015 TAGS that currently are being planned. 

 

Difficulty ratings: 

Easy: Even terrain, some light lifting, kneeling and bending involved. Few tripping hazards. 
Moderate: Uneven terrain, light to heavy lifting, kneeling and bending involved. Tripping hazards present. 
Difficult: Steep terrain, light to heavy lifting, working in over-grown areas and lots of bending. Many tripping haz-

ards and slippery surfaces present. 
Check the website for any changes at http://fowsp.org.au/activities.php 

Please note TAGS and WAGS will be cancelled on Total Fire Ban days or when weather conditions are 

deemed hazardous. 

Thurs. 
4th 

Dec 
9am-12 noon Fourth Hill Seed collecting FOWSP Easy 

Thanks again to all PV staff for support over the year. 

Thank you to Manningham Council for your support 

Thank you to all our loyal customers. We always enjoy 

hearing updates on home projects, hearing of successes 

(and sometimes failures) and that our plants are growing 

beautifully. 

A big thank you to all volunteers that assist at the nurs-

ery during the year. The volunteer hours that have been 

logged so far in 2014 is 3,500 hours!! We literally 

couldn’t continue our nursery work without you. Our 

volunteers turn up rain, hail or shine and we are very 

thankful that they do! Well done to all volunteers, 

keep up the good work! 

A warm welcome to Sarah Bond who is working in the 

nursery now that Belinda has moved on. 

A final thank you and a very heartfelt one it is too, to 

Josh, our Nursery Manager and his staff. It is no exag-

geration to say that without Josh FOWSP would be 

much the poorer, in every sense. Josh’s knowledge, 

energy and skill result in the production of a very large 

number of indigenous plants. These plants are propa-

gated for planting-out in the Park, and also for sale. It 

is these sales that give FOWSP a degree of financial 

independence. 

We know that we have neglected to give all the thanks 
that are due, but please forgive, and be assured that we 

really are grateful for all the help we have received this 

year. We couldn’t have had such a productive year 

without every single one of your contributions.                 

Gray, Josh and Sarah 

Some of the attendees at the AGM Photo John Young 

Sarah and Bianca’s music was a lovely enhancement to the opening day  (L above) 

Conrad was called forward for special thanks (R above). Photos Jan Tindale 
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Next Committee Meeting 
Date:             Tuesday 9th December 

Venue: Ranger Station, Pound Bend 

Time:             19:30 pm sharp 

The views and opinions expressed in this publication are those of the authors, and do not necessarily reflect those of FOWSP 

 
 

FOWSP/Manningham Thursday  
nature walks 
Leader: Cathy Willis 

 

This series of educational and interpretive nature walks explores some of Manningham’s most inspiring 
and interesting bushland. During the first half of 2014 we walked sections of the Yarra River through 
Manningham. In the second half of the year we will explore some of the tributaries on both the north and 
south sides of the river.  

 

Each walk is paced to allow participants to enjoy and appreciate the natural beauty of the area. Please wear 
appropriate clothing for the weather including a hat and sturdy footwear. Bring a water bottle and snack.  
All distances and finishing times are approximate.    
 
9:30 am Thursday 23rd January 2015 A Eucalyptus ID walk. Distance: 2km  Time: 2.5 hrs Rating: easy..  

 
Ratings:  
 Easy – Flat or undulating well formed tracks/paths with low tripping hazards. 
 Moderate – May include some moderately steep or narrow sections or have higher tripping hazards.
 Difficult – Includes steep and/or narrow sections, slippery sections, or high tripping hazards.  
 
Bookings are essential as places are limited. Bookings open 2 months before the walk date. Meeting 
points will be provided at the time of booking, to book call 9840 9124 or email 
 

                                                            eepadmin@manningham.vic.gov.au 

 

Newsletter Team this month: Linda Rogan,  

Joan Broadberry, Mel Coupar (Line drawings) 

FOWSP COMMITTEE 2014  OTHER FOWSP CONTACTS 

Artur Muchow       0415 383328 Secretary Nursery Manager         Josh Revell 

Nursery Phone            0408 317 327 

                    nursery@fowsp.org.au 

Lynda Gilbert          9844 0106 Treasurer Park Office                      9844 2659 

Linda Rogan            9435 5806 

editor@fowsp.org.au 

Newsletter editor Newsletter assist    Joan Broadberry 

                                          9846 1218 

Jason Patton  mobile 0402 121838 

                         jason@parau.com 

Webmaster and 

 membership 

Wildlife Rescue  Adriana Simmonds 

                                           9722 2908 

Cathy Willis           0418 142297  Koala Rescue                 Julie Pryor 

                                           9840 1593 

Gray Ardern          0418 190261   Librarian                      Judy Green 

                                          9844 2096 

Caitriona Young    9844 2842  Minute Secretary Market Trailer     Caitriona Young 

9844 2842/0411478410    

thefouryoungones@yahoo.co.uk 

John Blake               0418 329 937  Facebook Coordinator  Kelly  Wooster 

Kelvin Watkins        0488 039 774    

Sarah Qualtrough     0431 268 344  Website:  www.fowsp.org.au 

mailto:eepadmin@manningham.vic.gov.au
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FOWSP THURSDAY PROGRAM 
  

 We meet for propagation and other nursery activities every Thursday morning at 9.30 am at the Warrandyte 

State Park depot, Pound Bend Road, Warrandyte (Melway 23 C10), unless otherwise stated below. Propagation 

takes place from 9.30 am to 12.30 midday.  

No prior experience necessary -   

There is always someone available to show you the ropes. 
  

  

NURSERY OPENING HOURS 
The nursery is open for plant sales (by donation) every Thursday.  

9.30 am to 12.30 pm and 

the first Saturday of every month, 9am to 1pm (to coincide with 

the Warrandyte Market) and 

the first Sunday of each month  

2 pm to 4 pm. 

 

Closed Christmas and New Years day. Reopens 8th Jan.2015 

Also closed to customers and volunteers on days of severe 

weather and on Total Fire Ban Days 

 
Prices: Members $2.00          Non-members $2.50 

 

FOWSP MARKET TRAILER 
 

Thanks to those who helped out on Saturday November 1st. 
  

Diane and John Baird, Jeff Cranston, Sybille Ims 

Louise Clear, Jan Smids, Lyndy Gilbert, Ken Crook 
 

                                Special thanks to Jason Patton who transported the market trailer. 
 
 

The Warrandyte market is held on the first Saturday morning of the month from 8.30 am to 12.30 pm at        

Stiggants Reserve. Volunteers are rostered in pairs to (man/woman) the FOWSP information trailer for just one hour.  
 

If you are interested in being on the market roster for December or in 2015 

please contact Jan Falconer 0419 872 096 email janece5@bigpond.com                                               

First timers are always paired with someone more experienced.  
 

Future market dates are:  Saturday December 6th, February 7th 2015 

The Environmental Seminars are held on the first Wednesday of the month. 

Many of the seminars will be complemented with field sessions to facilitate broader education on the 

topics. No bookings are required for the evening talks; however, RSVPs must be provided for the 

field sessions. Due to popularity of the field trips, bookings are limited to 3 field trips per person. 

Bookings open now. You must attend the corresponding seminar to keep your field trip booking.  

Venue: Bull and Bush Room at the Grand Hotel, Warrandyte  

Time: 7.30 pm 

Enquiries: For more information, please phone Lyn Meredith on 9840 9326.   Bookings: Natalie on 9840 9124. 

 

Manningham City Council Environment Seminars  

Wed 3rd December Wurundjeri presented by Uncle Bill Nicholson. Wurundjeri man Uncle Bill Nicholson works as edu-

cation manager for the Wurundjeri Tribe Council. In this presentation Bill will discuss traditional uses of food, fibres and 

tools. Past present and future projects that connect Wurundjeri to country and culture will also be discussed. 
 

Sat 6th Dec. Field Trip Aboriginal Culture with Uncle Bill Nicholson and Dave Crawford. Dave Crawford is an educator 

of ecology and traditional Aboriginal culture. In this field trip Dave will join Uncle Bill on a walk and provide a workshop 

opportunity for participants to try their hand at some traditional skills such as string making. Bookings are essential as 

places are limited. 

Copyright 2008 Melway Publishing Pty Ltd 

Reproduced from Melway Edition 36 with permission 
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Ranger Report 2014 FOWSP AGM 
 

 Completion of a 4 year Urban Fringe Weed Management Initiative – Northern Reserves ($170k works) – 

potential new 4 year program. 

 Multiple Good Neighbour programs completed this year or continuing -(includes Blackberry, Chilean 

       needle grass, Rabbits and Spanish Heath) 

 Annual Brush Tailed Phascogale trapping and camera monitoring program. 

 Rabbit Warren Implosion works – Pound Bend (part of the Urban Rabbit Control Initiative Program). 

 Sporting Shooter Association of Australia Fox Whistling program. This is a program in the northern 

        reserves to reduce fox numbers. 

 Ecological Burn at Morrisons to promote Clover Glycine was done with good results so far. 

 Exclusion plots now require higher fences to protect from deer grazing, many fences are done around the 

park with more to come. 

 New fence at Spadonis Reserve – this is for the protection of the rare Yering Silver Gum (Buxton Gum) 

 The Fire Program and Flood Recovery Program has spent in excess of $250K on track surfaces, drainage 

& water point upgrades across the Parks Victoria estate in and around Warrandyte. 

 Fuel break and slashing program treats approx. 126Ha or 81km annually. 

 Ongoing Fire Program upgrades to new tracks (particularly in the Panton Hill Reserves), woody weed 

removal, fuel modifications and continual improvement to the Management Vehicle Only tracks. 

 Wurundjeri Eel Trap Project – 2yr Grant focusing on Environmental program and rare species.  The Eel 

Trap will be re-built and other cultural heritage protections works are planned for the site. 

 Eltham Copper Butterfly Grant – Significant increase in the species numbers this year due to environ-

mental modifications. 

 Diamond Valley Bushwalking Club partnership – works to date have been the improvement of the Sugar-

loaf Walking Track and the Jumping Creek Nature Trail. 

 New sheds around the depot have been installed. 

 Reynolds Rd/Morrisons entrance reconstruction which included new fence, gate and rock work along the 

road to manage illegal access.  A number of fines have also been issued in this area to offenders through 

some of our covert camera operations. 

 Improvement to the dog signs along the Main Yarra Trail. 

 Jumping Creek Reserve upgrade, which included resurfacing the carpark, painting of picnic tables, im-

proved signage, and garden bed maintenance. 

 New steps at Pound Bend were installed this year, leading from the entrance gate down to the exit of the 

tunnel. 

 New Wurundjeri Stories signs at Pound Bend were installed this year which was a partnership with  

       Manningham City Council. 
Conrad ended his report with the less welcome news that he will no longer be working in his current role at 

Warrandyte State Park.  

Conrad was presented with a couple of bottles of wine, a good drop we are as-

sured, as a small thank you for his supportive relationship with FOWSP.  

Photo John Young 

Thanks to Col for installing the 

new BBQ near the Folly.  

Photo Josh 
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Grassland visit    Alison Thom 
IN OCTOBER I spent a wonderful day, visiting and 

learning about the grasslands in the west of Melbourne. 

it was organised by the Friends of Burnley Gardens and 

lead by John Delpratt, a lecturer at the Burnley campus. 
 

After a short talk about the remnant grasses and other 

small perennials which used to cover large areas of Vic-

toria where tree growth is minimal, we set off by bus to 

first of all look at the "Grasslands" installation by Linda 
Tegg outside the entrance of the State Library of Victo-

ria. If you didn't get to see this you might find it hard to 

imagine, but it was quite magnificent! Hundreds of 

plants in tubes were arranged, artistically along the 

steps in front of the library. You would have recognised 

most of them - many grasses in flower, as well as lots of 

wildflowers - blues and yellows predominating. The 

plants had all been grown at Burnley in the field station 

but what a job to transport and then set it up! There 

were explanatory signs and the public was showing 

quite deal of interest.  
 

We then set off to visit a remnant wildflower grassland 

in Sunbury. This had been set aside several years ago, 

rescuing it from becoming a car park. The locals are 

worried what might happen to it in the future. There 

were many different species here, many shooting up 

after a recent burn. The only orchids seen were sun or-

chids in bud. Also a weedy species of orchid from S. 
Africa which might become a problem. 
 

After a picnic lunch we headed off to the Western 

Plains Flora Nursery, not far away in Wildwood. This is 

a wholesale and retail nursery growing many thousands 

of local plants. a most impressive place -no weeds to be 

seen! Then on to a reserve in Reservoir the Ngarri-

djarrang grassland, managed by the Darebin Council. 

Nine hectares were set aside and 121 species of native 

plants have been recorded. Chocolate Lilies were in 

abundance - the perfume proclaimed their presence. 

There were Milkmaids and many pea flowers of all 

sorts. A kangaroo bounded away and while we were 

there and this only a short distance for the Ring Road! 
 

I found it inspiring to find there are people who have 

worked so hard to retain these areas of land to preserve 

plants that otherwise might be gone forever. 

The tour finished with a brief look at a small area in 

Burnley's Native Garden where they are experimenting 
with ways of establish-

ing grasses and other 

herbs. 

Two books used as ref-

erence were "Plants of 

Melbourne's western 

plains, A gardener's 

guide to the original 

flora and Field guide to 

Victoria's Native 

Grasslands. 

 A Beautiful Visitor   Joan Broadberry 

I WAS ABSORBED in an engrossing film on TV on a 

recent warm evening when a sudden movement caught 

my eye. A huge moth had landed on the screen door. I 

moved outside quietly and carefully examined it by 

torchlight. While at rest, its attractively marked wings 

were held in a inverted V shape over a grey, furry 

body almost as thick as my thumb. The moth kept very 

still even when I touched it, so I crept back inside and 
grabbed the camera. Several bad photos later, I man-

aged a reasonable image.   
 

I had some idea of what it might be and a few minutes 

internet research confirmed it was from the family 

Cossidae, a Wattle Goat Moth, Endoxyla lituratus. I 

could tell by the simple antennae that this was a fe-

male. These moths have long, narrow wings with a 

span of 7-10 cm. They are short-lived, do not feed and 

lay their eggs into holes they bore under the bark of 

Acacias. The caterpillars take several years to feed, 

grow and pupate inside the wattle. In that time they 

create a honeycomb of tunnels which weakens the tree. 

Apparently the caterpillars are smelly, hence the name 

'Goat Moth'. Most of us have noticed masses of frass 

clinging to Black Wattleshis is a sure sign of the pres-

ence of the larvae. 

Cockatoos and other 

birds love to rip 
open the tunnels 

and feast on them. 

The famed, juicy 

Witchetty Grub is 

also of the Cossidae 

family.  
 

That evening I kept 

pausing my film 

and going out to 
admire the beautiful 

patterns on the 

wings of my visitor. 

She stayed until I 

went to bed, un-

doubtedly attracted 

by the fluorescent 

light. In the morn-

ing she had disappeared. I searched nearby wattle trees 

for an empty pupal case but found nothing.  

FOWSP nursery on the day of the EC opening. Photo John Young 

Wattle Goat Moth, Endoxyla  

lituratus photo Joan Broadberry 
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“I SPY”  

 
 By B.G.. 

Catalysts from Chemical Company 

Date 23 10 2014 

 

Out of sight, down along the Lower Orchard Track at 

the Pound Bend Depot, a small group of nne volun-

teers for the day, worked with Artur Muchow remov-

ing guards and stakes etc along the track. 

They were “a very productive group working”. Later, 

after a well earned “gourmet” morning tea, they were 

sighted briefly at the nursery. 
 

They came from G.S.K., a chemical company. Their 

contact person was Artur who is involved with an 

Eastern Volunteer organisation “a hub for volun-

teers”. 

 

Fire Flurry 

During a short sortie, about 11:45am on Thursday 13 

November, 2014, “yours truly” (I spy and wife) ar-

rived at the depot to drop some large plastic pots but 

then were hurried to leave the depot, as were all the 

FOWSP volunteers, at short notice. A preventative 

burn was about to take place along the top bank of the 

Pound Bend Road (between the Pound Bend Entrance 

and the depot. An appropriate measures.  
 

Conrad reports the burn was “very successful” Ed.  

IN MY BACKYARD 

Past FOWSP member, Marymae,..... 

...is very excited about the frogmouths in her garden.  
 

 But what is the bird doing on Marymae’s desk?? 

 

Joy Hick’s Cat Protects Wildlife 
We were once cat lovers and mistakenly believed you 
could train them to stay inside out of harms way! 

Hence this ceramic cat. It now provides a hiding place 
from kookaburras & next door roaming cats for skinks 

like this.  Joy 

Marymae’s Story 
 

As you know we have several tawny frogmouth birds 

in the trees around us – gives me great joy!  Well, Ker-
rie, next door came in a couple of nights ago, saying 

there was a distressed young frogmouth on her back 

deck, and she really has almost a phobia about 

birds.  So I went in, picked up the bird in a towel and 

brought it home.  We put it in a small box with towels 

to keep it warm, and the box had a lid on it which we 

closed.  I heard some scratching noises during the 

night, thought it was the bird but did nothing else.  Got 

up next morning – AND THE BIRD WASN’T IN 

THE BOX!!  Thoughts of it being anywhere in the 

house.  Looked everywhere on the floor....then looked 

up, and there it was on my desk.  Absolutely still. In 

the pose they take so they can’t be seen in the trees.  I 

went closer, it still didn’t move.  Hence the photo. 

  

We took it downstairs, and put it under the oak 

tree.  When I went back later in the day, it had man-

aged to get up onto a branch.  And then later, had an-
other look, and there were two adult frog mouths in the 

tree. Looking on the internet –MrGoogle even knows 

about the habits of tawny frogmouths!  When fledg-

lings fall out of a tree, the parents will come and feed 

it on the ground... 

  

And they were all gone today! 
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FOWSP flowers at the opening of the 

Education Centre. 

 
The flowers in the nursery were in absolute peak bloom-

ing for the day of the AGM and opening of the Centre. 

Some of us were lucky enough to spot a Blue Banded Bee 

visiting the flowers, definitely a good omen.  

 

This photo of the flowers is by Jan Tindale but Linda 

added the bee. 
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Some of the attendees at the Opening of the Education 
Centre. Photos by John Young 


